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King Tiger vs IS-2 Bloomsbury Publishing
World War II was a significant period of
development for American missile
programs, during which time the US built
pioneering examples of guided weapons
systems. However, whilst the German
missiles of World War II are famous around
the world, their American counterparts
have remained shrouded in secrecy,
despite the fact that they formed the basis
for the later revolutions in precision
warfare. Among the most sophisticated
missiles of World War II was the US Navy's
radar-guided Bat anti-ship missile, which

was on the verge of deployment in the
final months of the war. The war also saw
the first use of guided assault drones,
including the US Army Air Force's
Aphrodite program of 1944, and the US
Navy's Project Anvil and TDR-1. This book
draws back the veil on these weapons,
examining the principal avenues of missile
development in America during World War
II, including the early glide bombs, radio-
controlled bombs and electro-optically
controlled bombs. Some of the more
peculiar efforts, such as the “Bat bomb”
and pigeon-guided bombs, are also
explored. The text is supported by
specially commissioned, full-colour artwork
and diagrams.
Illustrated History of the Sturmgeschütz-

Abteilung 202 Stackpole Books
The titanic armor battles of the Russian
Front are widely known, but the role of
Germany's eastern allies is not as well
known. Two of these countries, Romania
and Hungary, manufactured their own
tanks as well as purchasing tanks from
Germany. These ranged from older,
obsolete types such as the PzKpfw 35(t) all
the way up to the latest and best German
vehicles including the Tiger I and Hetzer.
These tanks played a frequent role in the
battles in southern Russia and Ukraine and
were especially prominent in the disaster
at Stalingrad where the Red Army
specifically chose the weaker Romanian
and Hungarian salients for their critical
envelopment operation. This New
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Vanguard will provide a broad survey of
the various and colorful tanks used.
Besides covering the largest of these Axis
tank forces, this book will cover the many
smaller and lesser known forces including
the Italian contingent in Russia, the
Finnish armored force, and the small but
interesting armored forces of the Russian
Vlasov (RONA), Croatian, Bulgarian and
Slovakian armies. This subject is seeing
increasing interest in the modeling world;
for example Tamiya recently announced a
PzKpfw 35 (t) (suitable for Romanian,
Slovak armies) a Finnish StuG III, and a
Finnish BT-42.
T-34 Bloomsbury Publishing
Few battles attract interest so much as the
Battle of Kursk. Operation Zitadelle, the
code name given by Hitler to the
Wehrmacht's last offensive on the Eastern
Front in July 1943, has acquired an almost
mythic status as one of the greatest
clashes of armour in the history of
warfare. Long been depicted as the 'the
swan song of the German tank arm' by
virtue of the huge tank losses experienced
by the Germans; the reality, in light of the
emergence of new information proved it to
be anything but, with historians previously

accepting without question exaggerated
Soviet accounts of the battle. For all the
resources devoted to this operation by the
Germans, Zitadelle was an abysmal
failure; and whilst they were not outfought
by the Red Army at Kursk, they were out-
thought by commanders of outstanding
quality. Zitadelle describes the German
and Soviet tactics and explores the
realities of the battles on sodden ground
that culminated in the defeat of the
panzers and the Soviet advance on the
Reich.
Kursk 1943 Pen and Sword
Von Kleist, one of Hitler's best panzer
leaders, described the T-34 as 'The finest
tank in the world'. There could have been
no finer accolade from a commander
whose panzer divisions experienced the
full fury of its devastating attacks on the
Eastern Front. Without doubt, the T-34 was
one of the best tanks of all time, and in
this volume in the TankCraft series Robert
Jackson tells its story. He describes its
conception in the 1930s, its development
during the Second World War, and its
postwar deployment to over thirty
countries within the Soviet sphere of
influence. His book is an excellent

reference work for the modeler, providing
details of available kits, together with
artworks showing the color schemes
applied to the T-34 by its operators
throughout the world. Photographs, many
in color, illustrate the T-34 in action and
there is a section dealing with the range of
armored vehicles that were built using the
T-34 chassis. Robert Jackson's introduction
to the T-34 is necessary reading for tank
enthusiasts and tank modelers alike.
T-34 Shock: The Soviet Legend in
Pictures Bloomsbury Publishing
When Hitler unleashed Operation
Barbarossa against the Soviet Union in
June 1941, the 23-tonne Panzer III was in
the vanguard of the German assault. The
German Panzer III tank (official designation
Panzerkampfwagen III, Sd Kfz 141,
abbreviated to PzKpfw III) saw widespread
use during the Second World War
campaigns in Poland, France, the Soviet
Union and the Balkans, and in North Africa
with the famous Afrika Korps. A small
number were still in use in Normandy
(1944), at Anzio (1943), in Norway and
Finland and in Operation Market Garden
(1944). Some 5,774 were built between
1937 and 1943. Although the Panzer III
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was conceived to operate alongside the
infantry-supporting Panzer IV to fight other
tanks and armoured fighting vehicles, the
roles were reversed when the German
Army came up against the formidable
Soviet T-34 tank. A tank with a more
powerful anti-tank gun was needed so the
Panzer IV with its larger turret ring and
long-barrelled 7.5cm KwK 40 gun was
used in tank-versus-tank battles, with the
Panzer III being redeployed in the infantry
support role. Production of the Panzer III
ended in 1943, although its dependable
chassis provided hulls for the
Sturmgeschutz III (StuG III) assault gun,
one of the most successful of the war, until
the end of the war. Centrepiece of the
Haynes Panzer III Tank Manual is the
Bovington Tank Museum's PzKpfw III Ausf
L, which has been restored to running
condition. This tank belonged to the same
battalion as the museum's famous Tiger I
(the 501st (Heavy) Panzer Abteilung) and
is an early production Ausf L, modified for
tropical service. It was shipped via Naples
to Benghazi in Libya in July 1942 and was
issued to the 8th Panzer Regiment, part of
the 15th Panzer Division and probably
fought in the Battle of Alam Halfa. It was

subsequently captured by the British Army
and shipped to the UK.The Tank Museum
has restored the tank to running order,
has repainted it in its original camouflage
and markings and is currently replacing
many of the ancillary tools and equipment
that it carried.
Tanks in Operation Bagration 1944
Bloomsbury Publishing
The T-34-85 tank is one of those rare
weapons that have remained in service for
more than half a century. First introduced
in 1944, it has seen combat in nearly
every corner of the globe. Steven Zaloga
and Jim Kinnear look at this long-serving
tank at length. Although long obsolete in
Europe, it has proven a reliable and potent
weapon in many Third World conflicts, and
is still in service with more than a dozen
armies around the world.
Soviet Soldier vs Finnish Soldier
Haynes Publishing UK
The German panzer armies that swept into
the Soviet Union in 1941 were an
undefeated force that had honed their skill
in combined arms warfare to a fine edge.
The Germans focused their panzers and
tactical air support at points on the
battlefield defined as Schwerpunkt - main

effort - to smash through any defensive
line and then advance to envelope their
adversaries. ??Initially, these methods
worked well in the early days of Operation
Barbarossa and the tank forces of the Red
Army suffered defeat after defeat.
Although badly mauled in the opening
battles, the Red Army's tank forces did not
succumb to the German armoured
onslaught and German planning and
logistical deficiencies led to over-extension
and failure in 1941. In the second year of
the invasion, the Germans directed their
Schwerpunkt toward the Volga and the
Caucasus and again achieved some
degree of success, but the Red Army had
grown much stronger and by November
1942, the Soviets were able to turn the
tables at Stalingrad. ??Robert Forczyk's
incisive study offers fresh insight into how
the two most powerful mechanized armies
of the Second World War developed their
tactics and weaponry during the critical
early years of the Russo-German War. He
uses German, Russian and English sources
to provide the first comprehensive
overview and analysis of armored warfare
from the German and Soviet perspectives.
His analysis of the greatest tank war in
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history is compelling reading.
Panzerfaust vs Sherman Bloomsbury
Publishing
While the Red Army�s arsenal at the start
of the Second World War included
weapons dating back to the Great War or
earlier, the 1930s� modernization program
had introduced the automatic Tokarev
pistol and self-loading Tokarev rifle. Its
small arms were soon replaced by mass-
produced sub-machine guns, such as the
PPSh 1941, nicknamed the �PePeSha,�.
Supplementing the submachine guns, the
Degtyarev Light Machine Gun DP-27.
Fitted with a circular pan magazine, it
received the not-unsurprising nickname
�Record Player.� New mortars and towed
artillery pieces, ranging from 76mm to
203mm, entered service in the pre-war
years. In addition to a wide range of
towed, self-propelled and anti-tank guns,
the Soviets fielded the Katyusha rocket
launchers in 1941, nicknamed the
�Stalin�s organ� by the Germans. The
1930s saw the introduction of the BT light
tank series. The iconic T-34 medium tank
series came into service in late 1940,
joined by the IS-2 heavy tank from early
1944, the prefix letters �IS� translates to

Joseph Stalin. These formidable AFVs led
the Red Army to victory in May 1945 over
Nazi Germany. All these weapons and
more are covered with numerous images
in this authoritative overview of the
subject.
T-34 Pen & Sword Military
Fully illustrated with specially
commissioned artwork and carefully
chosen archive photographs, this is the
enthralling story of the clashes between
Germany’s Jagdpanzer IV tank destroyer
and the Cromwell cruiser tank in British
and Polish service during the 1944
Normandy campaign.
M10 Tank Destroyer vs StuG III Assault
Gun Bloomsbury Publishing
The SU-76 assault gun was the second
most widely manufactured Soviet
armoured fighting vehicle of World War II,
out-numbered only by the legendary T-34.
Inspired in part by the German Marder
series of tank destroyers, Soviet designers
realized that the chassis of the obsolete
T-70 light tank could be adapted to a
much more substantial gun if it was placed
in a fixed casemate rather than in a turret.
This led to the design of the SU-76, which
saw its combat debut at Kursk in the

summer of 1943. The SU-76 was deployed
primarily as an infantry direct support
weapon, becoming the infantry tank of the
Red Infantry, much as the StuG III became
the infantry tank of the German infantry.
Featuring full colour artwork and written
by an expert on tank warfare during World
War II, this fascinating study describes one
of the Soviet Union's most important
armoured vehicles during its struggle with
Nazi Germany.
Panzerwaffe on the Battlefield 3
Greenhill Books
In the summer of 1944, across the
battlefields of Normandy, US tanks were
confronted with a dangerous challenge:
the mobile and deadly Panzerfaust and
Panzerschreck anti-tank weapons wielded
by the German infantry. Having only
occasionally encountered such weaponry
before, the US tankers were ill-equipped to
defend against this kind of attack, and the
threat only increased as the summer wore
on. This Duel title follows the technological
battle for dominance that ensued, as the
US Army devised new ways to defend
against the threat posed by the German
shaped-charge projectiles. From the
addition of sandbags and spare tracks to
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individual tanks made by anxious crews on
the ground to the large-scale programmes
put together by the US armies, the book
explores the implementation and
effectiveness of the various tactics
employed by the tank crews, as well as
the technology behind the anti-tank
weapons wielded by their German
adversaries. Drawing on first-hand
accounts from the men on the ground, this
illustrated title examines the evolving trial
of strength between US armour and
innovative German anti-tank weaponry in
the climactic months of World War II in
Europe.
American Guided Missiles of World War II
Pen and Sword
The Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 202 was one
of the most successful German assault
gun units in the Second World War. It had
been deployed exclusively on the Eastern
Front against the Red Army between 1941
and 1945. The StuGs of this unit were very
effective AFVs on the battlefield in the role
of heavy weapons for infantry fire support
and also as mobile antitank firepower. Dr.
Norbert Számvéber, author of Waffen-SS
Armour in Normandy and Days of Battle,
presents a detailed combat history of this

unit, primarily based on archival sources.
The book includes a significant number of
rare photographs and several maps.
Panzer III Bloomsbury Publishing
The Allies' M10 Tank Destroyer and the
Germans' Sturmgeschütz (StuG) lll were
the unsung workhorses of the northwest
European battlefields of 1944–45. While
their mission was not principally fighting
one another, their widespread use ensured
their frequent encounters, from the
Normandy Bocage, to the rubble-strewn
streets of Aachen. The StuG lll was the
quintessential assault gun, a low-slung,
heavily armoured, turret-less vehicle
intended to provide direct fire support for
infantry formations, whilst the M10 3in
Gun Motor Carriage was originally
developed as a tank destroyer. However,
by 1944 the 3in gun proved ineffectual
against the most thickly armored German
tanks, and was consequently relegated to
infantry support too. Widely deployed in
roles their designers had not envisaged,
these two armoured fighting vehicles
clashed repeatedly during the 11-month
campaign, which saw the Allies advance
from Normandy to the heart of the Reich.
Fully illustrated with specially

commissioned artwork, this is the story of
their confrontation at the height of World
War ll.
SU-76 Assault Gun Casemate Publishers
The very name Stalingrad has become
synonymous with military folly and
political arrogance. Its capture by the
Wehrmacht was a crushing defeat, both
militarily and politically, for the Red Army.
The 6th Army was a highly experienced
key element of Army Group South. In late
June 1942 it rolled eastwards as part of
the summer offensive to capture the vital
oilfields of Baku and secure the city on the
Volga that bore the name of the Soviet
leader. The 6th Army was the acme of
German military might and on paper it
should have easily overwhelmed the
defenders of Chuikov’s 62nd Army.
However its commander, General Friedrich
Wilhelm Ernst Paulus, lacked field
experience. His army would pay the price.
Stalingrad was a new type of battlefield
and it would test the mettle of attacker
and defender to the very limit, all the
while the thermometer plunged. This
Battle Craft title also looks at four pieces
of military hardware that were involved in
these legendary battles. Innumerable
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T-34’s, which often rolled off local
assembly lines unpainted and straight into
battle took on the Stug III assault gun as it
supported troops fighting for mere meters
of territory. Overhead, in the frigid air,
deadly V, Ju87 Stuka and Yak 9s, were
locked in battle for air superiority over the
shattered remains of a once vibrant city.
The Quartermaster section provides the
modeller with an insight into the
development and operational use of the
four chosen vehicles and aircraft that were
involved in the Battles of El Alamein. A
selection of historical and contemporary
photos and illustrations feature alongside
stunning showcase builds, providing the
modeller with subjects to whet the
creative appetite. It also features details of
model kits and extras that can really help
the modeller bring military history to life.
Tank Bloomsbury Publishing
This pictorial history of the infamous Nazi
tank presents a full account—in words and
photographs—of Hitler’s most fearsome
and versatile war machine. Throughout
the Second World War, the
Panzerkampfwagen Mk IV proved to be the
one constant in Hitler's Panzerwaffe. It was
the German equivalent of the American

Sherman and the Soviet T-34. In this
pictorial history, military expert Anthony
Tucker-Jones provides a concise account of
the Mk IV's design, development and
performance in combat. The Mk IV served
on every major front: in France, the
Balkans, North Africa, the Soviet Union
and, at the end of the war, in Germany
itself. It was a key weapon in the blitzkrieg
attacks and in the later desperate defense
of the Reich. Using more than 150 rare
wartime photographs, plus a selection of
specially commissioned color images,
Tucker-Jones illustrates how the initial
design of the Mk IV was refined throughout
the war to counter the design advances in
Allied tanks and anti-tank guns. While the
Mk IV was never produced in the same
numbers as the leading Allied tanks, it was
one of the most important armored
vehicles of the Second World War.
Sturmgeschütze Fonthill Media
Armor expert Zaloga enters the battle
over the best tanks of World War II with
this heavy-caliber blast of a book armed
with more than forty years of research. •
Provocative but fact-based rankings of the
tanks that fought the Second World War •
Breaks the war into eight periods and

declares Tanker's Choice and
Commander's Choice for each •
Champions include the German Panzer IV
and Tiger, Soviet T-34, American Pershing,
and a few surprises • Compares tanks'
firepower, armor protection, and mobility
as well as dependability, affordability,
tactics, training, and overall combat
performance • Relies on extensive
documentation from archives, government
studies, and published sources—much of
which has never been published in English
before • Supported by dozens of charts
and diagrams and hundreds of photos
The Panzer III Pen and Sword Military
As World War II in Europe reached its end,
armour development and doctrine had
experienced several years of massively
accelerated change, especially within the
crucible of the Eastern Front. The German
Jagdpanther and Soviet SU-100, both
turretless tank-destroyer designs based on
a 'traditional' turret-tank chassis, were the
culminating examples of how the
progression of experience, resources and
time constraints produced vehicles that
were well suited for roles of defence and
offence, respectively. The Jagdpanther
represented a well-balanced solution and
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an excellent use of limited resources,
while the SU-100 was a natural
progression of the SU-85, where numbers
produced compensated for rudimentary
construction, poor crew comfort and
limited optics.
Building Guderian’s Duck: Germany’s
Response To The Eastern Front
Antitank Crisis, 1941 To 1945 The
History Press
The appearance of the T-34 in 1941
caused a crisis for German antitank forces.
Existing antitank guns were nearly
impotent against the new Russian tank,
while antiaircraft and artillery pieces,
though successful when pressed into
action, were insufficiently mobile to
accompany mechanized forces. The
German Army Ordnance Office, the
Heereswaffenamt, was responsible for
development of new weapons and would
be responsible for countering the threat of
Russian armor. The Heereswaffenamt
would need to not only counter the T-34,
but also do so in an environment of
shifting political relationships and with an
increasingly stressed industrial system.

Utilizing lessons from the bitterly
contested battlefields of western Russia,
the Heereswaffenamt developed a tank-
destroyer, the Jagdpazer IV, using the
existing chassis of the Panzer IV tank, and
the guns of both the Panzer IV and Panther
tanks. The Jagdpanzer IV, known by its
crews as Guderian’s Duck, proved to be a
capable tank killer against both the T-34
threat of 1941 and 1942, as well as the
improved versions of 1943 and 1944.
Armored Champion Stackpole Books
The Soviet T-34 was one of the finest
tanks of the Second World War and the
mainstay of Soviet armoured units
throughout the war. Most nations
underestimated the scale and quality of
Soviet tank production before the Second
World War and the Germans were no
exception. They were certainly not
prepared for the T-34, which they
encountered during Operation Barbarossa
(the German invasion of Russia) in 1941.
Its combination of firepower, mobility,
protection, and ruggedness led German
Panzer General Paul von Kleist at the time
to call it "The finest tank in the world."

Another legendary Panzer tactician and
general, Heinz Guderian, also confirmed
the T-34's "vast superiority" over existing
German armour of the period.
Panther vs Sherman Bloomsbury
Publishing
Stalin’s Red Army entered World War II as
a relatively untried fighting force. In 1941,
with the launch of Operation Barbarossa, it
joined battle with Hitler’s army, the most
powerful in history. After a desperate war
of attrition over four years, the Red Army
beat the Nazis into defeat on the Eastern
Front and won lasting fame and glory in
1945 by eclipsing the military might of the
Third Reich. This book begins with a
review of the historical background of the
Red Army in the years leading up to the
outbreak of war in 1939, and follows with
a discussion of the major themes in the
development of Soviet forces during the
"Great Patriotic War" that ensued in 1941.
The Red Army’s organizational structures
are examined, from high command down
to divisional level and below; Soviet
combat arms and weaponry are also
described in detail.


