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Augustus University of Texas Press
Thirteen-year-old Agostino is spending the summer at a Tuscan
seaside resort with his beautiful widowed mother. When she takes
up with a cocksure new companion, Agostino, feeling ignored and
unloved, begins hanging around with a group of local young
toughs. Though repelled by their squalor and brutality, and
repeatedly humiliated for his weakness and ignorance when it
comes to women and sex, the boy is increasingly, masochistically
drawn to the gang and its rough games. He finds himself unable
to make sense of his troubled feelings. Hoping to be full of manly
calm, he is instead beset by guilty curiosity and an urgent desire
to sever, at any cost, the thread of troubled sensuality that binds
him to his mother. Alberto Moravia’s classic, startling portrait of
innocence lost was written in 1942 but rejected by Fascist censors
and not published until 1944, when it became a best seller and
secured the author the first literary prize of his career. Revived
here in a new translation by Michael F. Moore, Agostino is poised
to captivate a twenty-first-century audience.
Daughters of the Nile Penguin
This New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice, is "hilarious . . .
a riotous success. Equal parts campus novel, buddy comedy and
meditation on art-making under late capitalism, the novel is a
hugely funny portrait of an egomaniac and his nebbish best
friend" (The Washington Post). It’s the end of summer 2003.
George W. Bush has recently declared the mission in Iraq
accomplished, the unemployment rate is at its highest in years,
and Martha Stewart has just been indicted for insider trading.

Meanwhile, somewhere in the Midwest, Troy Augustus Loudermilk
(fair-haired, statuesque, charismatic) and his companion Harry
Rego (definitely none of those things) step out of a silver Land
Cruiser and onto the campus of The Seminars, America’s most
prestigious creative writing program, to which Loudermilk has
recently been accepted for his excellence in poetry. Loudermilk,
however, has never written a poem in his life. Wickedly
entertaining, beguiling, layered, and sly, Loudermilk is a social
novel for our time: a comedy of errors that deftly examines class,
gender, and inheritance, and subverts our pieties about literature,
authorship, art making, and the institutions that sustain them.
Birdcage Walk New York Review of Books
A memoir, biography, work of history, and literary criticism all in
one, this moving book tells the story of three exiled writers—Erich
Auerbach, François Fénelon, and W. G. Sebald—and their
relationship with the classics, from Homer to Mimesis. In a genre-
defying book hailed as “exquisite” (The New York Times) and
“spectacular” (The Times Literary Supplement), the best-selling
memoirist and critic Daniel Mendelsohn explores the mysterious
links between the randomness of the lives we lead and the
artfulness of the stories we tell. Combining memoir, biography,
history, and literary criticism, Three Rings weaves together the
stories of three exiled writers who turned to the classics of the
past to create masterpieces of their own—works that pondered
the nature of narrative itself: Erich Auerbach, the Jewish
philologist who fled Hitler’s Germany and wrote his classic study
of Western literature, Mimesis, in Istanbul; François Fénelon, the
seventeenth-century French archbishop whose ingenious sequel
to the Odyssey, The Adventures of Telemachus—a veiled critique
of the Sun King and the best-selling book in Europe for a hundred
years—resulted in his banishment; and the German novelist W.G.

Sebald, self-exiled to England, whose distinctively meandering
narratives explore Odyssean themes of displacement, nostalgia,
and separation from home. Intertwined with these tales of exile
and artistic crisis is an account of Mendelsohn’s struggle to write
two of his own books—a family saga of the Holocaust and a
memoir about reading the Odyssey with his elderly father—that
are haunted by tales of oppression and wandering. As Three Rings
moves to its startling conclusion, a climactic revelation about the
way in which the lives of its three heroes were linked across
borders, languages, and centuries forces the reader to reconsider
the relationship between narrative and history, art and life.
Augustus New York Review of Books
With original artworks throughout, an extraordinary fusion of
memoir and artistic biography from the acclaimed artist and
author of Self-Portrait. Dearest Gwen, I know this letter to you is
an artifice. I know you are dead and that I’m alive and that no
usual communication is possible between us but, as my mother
used to say, “Time is a strange substance” and who knows really,
with our time-bound comprehension of the world, whether there
might be some channel by which we can speak to each other, if
we only knew how. Celia Paul’s Letters to Gwen John centers on a
series of letters addressed to the Welsh painter Gwen John
(1876–1939), who has long been a tutelary spirit for Paul. John
spent much of her life in France, making art on her own terms
and, like Paul, painting mostly women. John’s reputation was
overshadowed during her lifetime by her brother, Augustus John,
and her lover Auguste Rodin. Through the epistolary form, Paul
draws fruitful comparisons between John’s life and her own: their
shared resolve to protect the sources of their creativity, their
fierce commitment to painting, and the ways in which their
associations with older male artists affected the public’s reception
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of their work. Letters to Gwen John is at once an intimate
correspondence, an illuminating portrait of two painters (including
full-color plates of both artists’ work), and a writer/artist’s
daybook, describing Paul’s first exhibitions in America, her search
for new forms, her husband’s diagnosis of cancer, and the onset
of the global pandemic. Paul, who first revealed her talents as a
writer with her memoir, Self-Portrait, enters with courage and
resolve into new unguarded territory—the artist at present—and
the work required to make art out of the turbulence of life.
Cult of Glory New York Review of Books
WINNER OF THE 1973 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD By the Author of
Stoner In Augustus, his third great novel, John Williams took on an
entirely new challenge, a historical narrative set in classical
Rome, exploring the life of the founder of the Roman Empire. To
tell the story, Williams turned to the epistolary novel, a genre that
was new to him, transforming and transcending it just as he did
the western in Butcher’s Crossing and the campus novel in
Stoner. Augustus is the final triumph of a writer who has come to
be recognized around the world as an American master.
Augustus Rosetta Books
WINNER OF THE 1973 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD By the Author of
Stoner In Augustus, his third great novel, John Williams took on an
entirely new challenge, a historical narrative set in classical
Rome, exploring the life of the founder of the Roman Empire. To
tell the story, Williams turned to the epistolary novel, a genre that
was new to him, transforming and transcending it just as he did
the western in Butcher’s Crossing and the campus novel in
Stoner. Augustus is the final triumph of a writer who has come to
be recognized around the world as an American master.
The Black Period Random House
Bestselling classical historian Barry Strauss delivers “an
exceptionally accessible history of the Roman Empire…much of
Ten Caesars reads like a script for Game of Thrones” (The Wall
Street Journal)—a summation of three and a half centuries of the
Roman Empire as seen through the lives of ten of the most
important emperors, from Augustus to Constantine. In this
essential and “enlightening” (The New York Times Book Review)
work, Barry Strauss tells the story of the Roman Empire from rise
to reinvention, from Augustus, who founded the empire, to
Constantine, who made it Christian and moved the capital east to
Constantinople. During these centuries Rome gained in splendor

and territory, then lost both. By the fourth century, the time of
Constantine, the Roman Empire had changed so dramatically in
geography, ethnicity, religion, and culture that it would have been
virtually unrecognizable to Augustus. Rome’s legacy remains
today in so many ways, from language, law, and architecture to
the seat of the Roman Catholic Church. Strauss examines this
enduring heritage through the lives of the men who shaped it:
Augustus, Tiberius, Nero, Vespasian, Trajan, Hadrian, Marcus
Aurelius, Septimius Severus, Diocletian, and Constantine. Over
the ages, they learned to maintain the family business—the
government of an empire—by adapting when necessary and
always persevering no matter the cost. Ten Caesars is a
“captivating narrative that breathes new life into a host of
transformative figures” (Publishers Weekly). This “superb
summation of four centuries of Roman history, a masterpiece of
compression, confirms Barry Strauss as the foremost academic
classicist writing for the general reader today” (The Wall Street
Journal).
The Readymade Thief Catapult
When Stoner was published in 1965, the novel sold only a couple
of thousand copies before disappearing with hardly a trace. Yet
John Williams’s quietly powerful tale of a Midwestern college
professor, William Stoner, whose life becomes a parable of
solitude and anguish eventually found an admiring audience in
America and especially in Europe. The New York Times called
Stoner “a perfect novel,” and a host of writers and critics,
including Colum McCann, Julian Barnes, Bret Easton Ellis, Ian
McEwan, Emma Straub, Ruth Rendell, C. P. Snow, and Irving
Howe, praised its artistry. The New Yorker deemed it “a masterly
portrait of a truly virtuous and dedicated man.” The Man Who
Wrote the Perfect Novel traces the life of Stoner’s author, John
Williams. Acclaimed biographer Charles J. Shields follows the
whole arc of Williams’s life, which in many ways paralleled that of
his titular character, from their shared working-class backgrounds
to their undistinguished careers in the halls of academia. Shields
vividly recounts Williams’s development as an author, whose
other works include the novels Butcher’s Crossing and Augustus
(for the latter, Williams shared the 1972 National Book Award).
Shields also reveals the astonishing afterlife of Stoner, which
garnered new fans with each American reissue, and then became
a bestseller all over Europe after Dutch publisher Lebowski

brought out a translation in 2013. Since then, Stoner has been
published in twenty-one countries and has sold over a million
copies.
Nothing but the Night Penguin
Don Carpenter’s Hard Rain Falling is a tough-as-nails account of
being down and out, but never down for good—a Dostoyevskian
tale of crime, punishment, and the pursuit of an ever-elusive
redemption. The novel follows the adventures of Jack Levitt, an
orphaned teenager living off his wits in the fleabag hotels and
seedy pool halls of Portland, Oregon. Jack befriends Billy Lancing,
a young black runaway and pool hustler extraordinaire. A heist
gone wrong gets Jack sent to reform school, from which he
emerges embittered by abuse and solitary confinement. In the
meantime Billy has joined the middle class—married, fathered a
son, acquired a business and a mistress. But neither Jack nor Billy
can escape their troubled pasts, and they will meet again in San
Quentin before their strange double drama comes to a violent and
revelatory end.
The Long Ships FSG Classics
An NYRB Classics Original First published in 1956, Zama is now
universally recognized as one of the masterpieces of modern
Argentine and Spanish-language literature. Written in a style that
is both precise and sumptuous, weirdly archaic and powerfully
novel, Zama takes place in the last decade of the eighteenth
century and describes the solitary, suspended existence of Don
Diego de Zama, a highly placed servant of the Spanish crown who
has been posted to Asunción, the capital of remote Paraguay.
There, eaten up by pride, lust, petty grudges, and paranoid
fantasies, he does as little as he possibly can while plotting his
eventual transfer to Buenos Aires, where everything about his
hopeless existence will, he is confident, be miraculously
transformed and made good. Don Diego’s slow, nightmarish slide
into the abyss is not just a tale of one man’s perdition but an
exploration of existential, and very American, loneliness. Zama,
with its stark dreamlike prose and spare imagery, is at once
dense and unforeseen, terse and fateful, marked throughout by a
haunting movement between sentences, paragraphs, and
sections, so that every word seems to emerge from an ocean of
things left unsaid. The philosophical depths of this great book
spring directly from its dazzling prose.
The Garden Intrigue New York Review of Books
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For the first time, a collected edition of the major works of John
Williams, including the acclaimed novel Stoner. John Williams’s
three major works have come to be recognized as modern
American classics and are collected in this Library of America
volume for the first time. In Butcher’s Crossing, he unsettles the
conventions of the Western novel to tell the haunting story of a
buffalo hunting expedition that exposes the savagery and greed
behind the myth of the frontier. In Stoner, he portrays power
politics in academe and the quiet heroism of a midwestern
English professor dedicated to the honest and dogged pursuit of
his craft. In Augustus, set in ancient Rome, Williams again takes
on the subject of power—more particularly, in the author’s own
words, “the ambivalence between the public necessity and the
private want or need.” Rounding out the volume are three essays
by Williams on writing fiction and his speech upon accepting the
National Book Award for Augustus in 1973.
Letters to Gwen John New York Review of Books
"Keen and ambitious, fourteen-year-old Livia Drusilla finds herself
suddenly thrust into the perilous world of Roman politics when
she overhears the plot to assassinate Julius Caesar--and when she
reluctantly agrees to marry a prominent military officer for her
family's sake"--back cover.
I Am Livia Penguin
The beloved, #1 global bestseller by John Green, author of The
Anthropocene Reviewed and Turtles All the Way Down “John
Green is one of the best writers alive.” –E. Lockhart, #1
bestselling author of We Were Liars “The greatest romance story
of this decade.″ –Entertainment Weekly #1 New York Times
Bestseller • #1 Wall Street Journal Bestseller • #1 USA Today
Bestseller • #1 International Bestseller Despite the tumor-
shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel
has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed
upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus
Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s
story is about to be completely rewritten. From John Green, #1
bestselling author of The Anthropocene Reviewed and Turtles All
the Way Down, The Fault in Our Stars is insightful, bold,
irreverent, and raw. It brilliantly explores the funny, thrilling, and
tragic business of being alive and in love.
Lives of the Monster Dogs Yale University Press
By the author of Stoner, the surprise international bestseller After

the brutal murder of his great-uncle, Julius Caesar, Octavian, a
shy and scholarly youth of nineteen, suddenly finds himself heir to
the vast power of Rome. He is destined, despite vicious power
struggles, bloody wars and family strife, to transform his realm
and become the greatest ruler the western world had ever seen:
Augustus Caesar, the first Roman Emperor. Building on
impeccable research, John Williams brings the legendary figure of
Augustus vividly to life, and invests his characters with such
profound humanity that we enter completely into the heat and
danger of their lives and times.
Poets in a Landscape Penguin
"May Steven Saylor's Roman empire never fall. A modern master
of historical fiction, Saylor convincingly transports us into the
ancient world...enthralling!" —USA Today on Roma Continuing the
saga begun in his New York Times bestselling novel Roma, Steven
Saylor charts the destinies of the aristocratic Pinarius family, from
the reign of Augustus to height of Rome's empire. The Pinarii,
generation after generation, are witness to greatest empire in the
ancient world and of the emperors that ruled it—from the
machinations of Tiberius and the madness of Caligula, to the
decadence of Nero and the golden age of Trajan and Hadrian and
more. Empire is filled with the dramatic, defining moments of the
age, including the Great Fire, the persecution of the Christians,
and the astounding opening games of the Colosseum. But at the
novel's heart are the choices and temptations faced by each
generation of the Pinarii. Steven Saylor once again brings the
ancient world to vivid life in a novel that tells the story of a city
and a people that has endured in the world's imagination like no
other.
In the Eye of the Wild W. W. Norton & Company
A riveting new biography of Caesar Augustus, Rome's first
emperor and one of the most influential men in history
The First Emperor New York Review of Books
When a race of elegant, superintelligent dogs arrives in twenty-
first-century New York, they become instant celebrities, but,
unable to adjust to the modern world and confronted with an
incurable disease, they construct a fantastic castle and barricade
themselves inside.
The Dante Club Atlantic Monthly Press
Discover an American masterpiece. This unassuming story about
the life of a quiet English professor has earned the admiration of

readers all over the globe. William Stoner is born at the end of the
nineteenth century into a dirt-poor Missouri farming family. Sent
to the state university to study agronomy, he instead falls in love
with English literature and embraces a scholar’s life, so different
from the hardscrabble existence he has known. And yet as the
years pass, Stoner encounters a succession of disappointments:
marriage into a “proper” family estranges him from his parents;
his career is stymied; his wife and daughter turn coldly away from
him; a transforming experience of new love ends under threat of
scandal. Driven ever deeper within himself, Stoner rediscovers
the stoic silence of his forebears and confronts an essential
solitude. John Williams’s luminous and deeply moving novel is a
work of quiet perfection. William Stoner emerges from it not only
as an archetypal American, but as an unlikely existential hero,
standing, like a figure in a painting by Edward Hopper, in stark
relief against an unforgiving world.
SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome St. Martin's Press
Set in the tenth century, when Vikings roamed and rampaged
from Scandinavia to the Mediterranean. A boy abducted by the
Vikings from his Danish home is made to take his place at the
oars of their ships. Later, he is captured by the Moors in Spain
and, escaping from captivity, washes up in Ireland, where he
marvels at the Christian monks. Eventually, he contributes to the
Viking defeat of the army of the king of England, and returns
home a Christian and a very rich man.
Belchamber New York Review of Books
In his remarkably interesting novel, Howard Sturgis, with a skilful
touch, describes life in the rich and self-indulgent aristocratic
society. It traces the career of a young man, Sainty, brought up in
the midst of great luxury. Indecision of character is the weakness
of Sainty. He allows himself to become the prey of a scheming
mother and her worthless daughter, and, in spite of the
tremendous advantage of his wealth and position, and a strong
desire to benefit his fellow-men, he never accomplishes anything.
Sainty is the victim of his surroundings; he makes a few
ineffectual struggles before the waters of adverse circumstance
close over him. Most of the men and women described in
"Belchamber" are hard and grasping if not distinctly vicious, and
yet the variety shown is endless. The book is extremely well
written, showing marked skill in the delineation of character.---
Mary K. Ford


